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Kids Can Be Ecologists 

Teacher's Guide

Overview

In this activity the students will learn what ecology is and what an ecologist does to help the environment. The students will be asked to describe an environmental problem in their community and suggest how to solve it. 

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Foundation and Intermediate (Grades 6-9)

Time 

Two or three 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Pairs or small groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet. 

... prepare a PowerPoint presentation (optional).

Objectives

The students will be able to ... 

... understand the main ideas and significant details of a text.

... use information tools such as a dictionary.

... present information with the help of visual aids.

... express personal ideas and opinions. 

Procedure

Discuss different types of environmental problems and how they affect our daily lives. Discuss how people are made aware of the problem? Give the students at least one of the following activities.

1. Give the students the worksheet: Becoming an Ecologist. The website Kids Do Ecology at http://kids.nceas.ucsb.edu/ will teach students about what ecologists do and what they need to learn.

2. Give the students the worksheet: More About Our Environment. They may choose one of the following topics:

a. Plants and Animals

b. Air

c. Garbage & Recycling 

d. Water

The students can refer to US EPA Environmental Explorers Club at http://www.epa.gov/kids/ to learn more about their topic.

Presentation

Prepare a community awareness lesson. Each students or group presents an environmental problem in their community. How did they learn about it? Is anything being done to alleviate it? How do they think is should be dealt with or solved? Who do they think should be responsible for alleviating the problem?

Kids Can Do Ecology: Becoming an Ecologist – Activity One

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Kids Can Do Ecology
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go to the Internet site: Kids Do Ecology
A. Click on Learn About Ecology. Complete the following.

1. Ecology is the study of ______________________________________

2. What do ecologists try to understand?


3. How do ecologists study humans (people) and their environment?

4. Choose at least two careers from the list: Types of Careers in Ecology (bottom of the page) and list at least 2 things you can do in this career.

	Career
	Things you can do

	_____________________
	

	_____________________
	

	_____________________
	


B. Go to: What is a Job in Ecology Like?
1. What subjects do you need to study in school in order to become an ecologist?

2. List at least 3 other skills you need to be an ecologist.

a. _____________________________________________


b. _____________________________________________


c. _____________________________________________

3. Extra: Why is it important to know about economics and social sciences?

C. Click on: An Ecologist Talks About her Work
Write at least three sentences:

1. Who is the ecologist? 

2. What area of ecology does he/she study? 

3. How does he/she hope to help the environment? 

Kids Can Do Ecology: Becoming an Ecologist – Activity Two

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Kids Can Do Ecology
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
In this activity you will learn how the environment it is becoming polluted and what you can do to help. 

Part 1 - Choose one of the following topics:

a. Plants and Animals

b. Air

c. Garbage & Recycling

d. Water

1. The topic we choose is: ____________________________________


2. List information you already know about this environmental problem.


3. What more do you want to know?


4. Write at least three questions about what you would like to learn.

Part Two - Go to the Internet site US EPA Environmental Explorers Club. 

Click on your topic and find the answers to your questions above. 

The Internet site you used in Activity One may help you too.

Extra: Do you have this problem in your community?  Yes / No

If yes, what causes this problem? 

Find out if the government is trying to solve it and how.
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